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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-232
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Schellenberg, Crescimbeni, Carter and Gulliford
Date of Introduction: March 22, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: None – approved as emergency on introduction
Date of Analysis: March 24, 2016
Type of Action: Amendment to prior ordinance; moratorium extension; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill extends the temporary moratorium on vehicle for hire medallion renewals and on late fees for late renewals originally enacted by Ordinance 2015-835-E for an additional 90 days through June 30, 2016. The bill provides for notification to the Jacksonville International Airport of the medallion renewal moratorium.
Background Information: The Council’s Special Committee on Vehicles for Hire has been considering a variety of possible amendments to the City’s vehicle for hire ordinance to encompass appropriate regulation of “ride sharing” or transportation network companies such as Uber and Lyft. After meeting for several months in the latter half of 2015 the committee recessed its work while the Florida Legislature debated statewide regulations, including a state preemption of city and county regulation of ride sharing companies, during its recent session. Before it recessed the special committee recommended and the City Council approved a moratorium on the required renewal of vehicle for hire medallions, all of which expire on the last day of January each year, and on the levying of a late fee on medallion renewals after the deadline. The future of vehicle for hire medallions and to what classes of operators they apply is one aspect of the Special Committee’s work.
When the Florida Legislature failed to enact statewide ride sharing regulations, the Special Committee resumed its work but will not have recommendations prepared for Council consideration by the time the moratorium expires on March 31, 2016. The Special Committee recommended that the moratorium on renewals and late fees be extended for 90 additional days through June 30, 2016 to give the committee time to complete its work.
Policy Impact Area: Vehicle for hire regulation
Fiscal Impact: When the moratorium was enacted in December 2015 there were 1,146 vehicle-for-hire medallions renewable at a cost of $100 per year; the late renewal fee is $10 per month after the deadline.
Analyst: Clements
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